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Agricultural long-term system comparison in the tropics I 29

Project description Agricultural long-term system comparison
in the tropics

Countries Bolivia, Kenya, India

Executive institution Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL),
Frick, Switzerland

Duration Phase 1: 2005-2008 / Phase 2: 2009-2013
Total costs 2009-2013: CHF 4'096'000
Contribution by LED 2009-2013: CHF 1'796'000/2009: CHF 359'000

Sustainable food security in developing countries is one of the great challenges of

our time. High-tech agriculture alone will not be able to overcome it. Organic agri-

culture serves as an alternative, combining the protection of natural resources with

low production costs and additional income thanks to higher product prices.

So far, however, there has been no systematic long-term study on how efficient or-

ganic farming in the tropics and subtropics actually is in comparison to conventional

approaches. There is also a lack of technologies adapted to the various climatic cir-

cumstances in developing countries.

Together with local partners in Kenya, India, and Bolivia, the Research Institute of

Organic Agriculture (FiBL) began to develop long-term field studies in 2005 and

to compare organic and conventional farming. This research pursues the following

goals:

« to conduct an unbiased study of the long-term economic and ecological perfor-
mance of organic farming in developing countries, and

» together with the farmers, to develop locally adapted technologies to solve con-
crete problems relating to organic farming in developing countries.

Food security in Niger

Project description Food security through the expansion and
development of vegetable farming in the Dallol Bosso
valley, Niger

Country Niger

Executing institution SWISSAID, Berne, Switzerland

Duration July 2008 - June 2010

Total costs 2008-2010: CHF 227'633 /2008: CHF 113'817

Contribution by LED 2008-2010: CHF 227'633/2008: CHF 113'817

The project area is in the region of Boboye about 100 kilometers south of the capi-
tal, Niamey. The municipality of Harikanassou encompasses 32 villages with 22'513
inhabitants spread out across an area of 322 km? in the middle of the Dallol Bosso
valley. Thanks to the many semi-permanent watercourses, the groundwater level is
high, so that the valley is one of the few areas of the country with irrigation poten-
tial and suitable for vegetable farming. Nonetheless, the basic foodstuffs cultivated
through rain-fed agriculture (millet, sorghum) are not sufficient to feed the families
for the entire year. For this reason, many men emigrate to neighboring countries



